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Online Symposium

Decolonial & Queer Perspectives
                                    on Bodies, Trauma & Healing



bios
Bolormaa Billing
(she/her)

is a trainer and education consultant with many years 
of experience in political education, empowerment, 
and discrimination-sensitive educational work. 
She works with volunteer services, civil society 
organizations, and educational programs on topics 
such as power criticism, racism, diversity, and 
participation. Her focus is on participatory, 
experience-based learning spaces and strengthening 
decision-making and action skills.

Dada 
(she/they)

Dada (she/they) is a Syrian expressive feminist artist,
based in Germany since 2015 and is a Sociology 
student. 

Dada expresses her work and causes through 
different mediums mainly writing and painting.

They published articles in German magazines like 
ÇÎYA-Zeitschrift, Magazin wegen:art, Narratif 
and Mizan Magazin and collaborated with plenty 
of local artists on stage and in Exhibitions like 
Feminismen Festival, Pixi Bar and HGB.

In their artworks and writings they are mainly 
interested in processing emotions. Identity, body 
memory, relationships, asylum and racism, mental 
health and other related topics like mental struggles 
and medications are the main themes in her works.

Deborah Mannai
(she/her)

I am Deborah (she/her), a queer mixed-race BPoC, 
sex counselor, author, inclusion specialist, social 
worker (B.A.), systemic and somatic counselor. 
My roots are scattered and nowhere really at 
home, whether in Poznan, Cape Coast, or Berlin. 
My life experiences have mainly been shaped 
by issues such as classism, violence, sexism, racism, 
and other power dynamics. Today, I make it 
my mission to give marginalized people from 
the community a space where they can recover, 
recharge, learn, grow, and share their pain. I have 
been based in Leipzig for almost 4 years, and my 
work is mainly concentrated in eastern Germany.

Elisabeth Yupanqui-Werner
(she/they)

I co-create healing and transformative processes 
with communities and individuals. As a queer 
mixed-race person with Indigenous roots, movement, 
breath, politicized somatic healing, imagination, 
art, psychodrama, shamanism, and meditation 
shape my work. As a somatic coach and supervisor, 
I accompany people and collectives in reconnecting 
with their embodied knowledge, shared histories, 
and collective power. I trust spiritual practice 
as a ground for personal and intergenerational 
healing and for embodying liberating ways 
of being together.

Felicia Lazaridou
(she/her)

Dr Felicia Boma Lazaridou is a psychologist who offers 
culturally sensitive, empowerment-oriented support 
to BIPOCs in her private practice and through 
Frauenkreise Berlin. At the Free University in Berlin, 
she is a project coordinator in a research project centred 
on diversifying the mental health workforce in Germany. 
This role is grounded in understanding and actively 
challenging the structural barriers shaped by racism 
and intersectional discrimination. She also serves 
as an empowerment coach for BIPoC students and staff 
at FU Berlin. Dr Lazaridou is also a lecturer in social 
psychology on the clinical psychology bachelor's 
and master's degree programmes at the International 
Psychoanalytic University. Her doctoral research 
on racism and schizophrenia spectrum contributed 
to a deeper understanding of how chronic racial stress 
resulting from racism may influence diagnostic processes, 
mental health outcomes, and psychiatric knowledge 
production.

Hanna Diederich
(no/all pronouns)

From a queer, white, and largely ableist perspective, 
Hanna has been working as a social justice and diversity 
trainer since 2015. Hanna also has professional 
experience as a social worker in homeless and addiction 
support, as well as in counseling and accompanying 
refugees. Hanna is currently studying for a master's 
degree in social work – critical diversity and community 
studies. Hanna's focus is on intersectional, power-critical, 
and process-oriented educational work on structural 
discrimination, gender relations, queer empowerment, 
protection against sexualized violence, criticism 
of racism, and adultism.



Kholoud Bidak
(no pronouns/by name)

Kholoud Bidak is a BIPoC Queer feminist 
intersectional activist & political educator with a 
focus on human rights, diversity, wellbeing and 
intersectionality. They have over 24 years of 
experience working in NGOs, collectives and the 
private sector in the African continent, the Global 
South and Europe.

In the last decade, they have had a focus on wellbeing 
and holistic sustainability in different communities. 
Their work includes holistiapproaches, somatic 
practices and Jungian methodologies to find ways 
for healing and moving forward.

Kuem 
(he/they)

Kuem (he/ they), fat trans*masc PoC, is a trained 
Sexological Bodyworker, Cranio-Sakral therapist 
and Somatic Coach. He accompanies clients 
discovering their body and sensuality in one on one 
sessions as well as body centered workshops. He is 
especially interested in working with trans*/queer 
/BIPoC communities. Paramount for Kuem 
are curiosity, openness and commitment to the 
process. Kuem wants to initiate playful encounters 
with oneself.

"Once you start approaching your body with curiosity 
rather than with fear, everything shifts." 

Bessel van der Kolk

Landouma 
(Landouma)

Landouma (Landouma) is a  Black, neurodivergent 
solo parent striving for a loving, just, respectful 
surrounding for an amazing 5 year old. Landouma 
loves to moderate community events. After years 
in European research activities and educational 
politics, Landouma is making a creative home 
in poetry, spoken word performances, zine making 
and collaging. Current interests are: Healing 
through art, decolonizing time, Landouma’s own 
cultural heritage in Guinea.

Lilith Raza
(she/her)

Lilith Raza is a specialist consultant focusing on queer 
refugee, asylum, and trauma contexts. She has been 
working for many years at the intersection 
of psychosocial practice, political education, 
and human rights work. In her work, she combines 
a decolonial, systemic understanding of trauma 
with power-critical perspectives on resistance 
and self-empowerment among queer refugees.  

Madeleine Mawamba
(she/her)

Madeleine Mawamba has been an activist 
with Women in Exile and Friends since 2014 
and campaigns for the rights and protection 
of refugee women. She is committed to combating 
sexualized violence in the asylum context, 
discrimination, and structural racism. 
Her contribution will deal with the experiences 
of violence and trauma to which refugee women 
are exposed in the camps.

Michelle scherka
(no pronouns)

I am Michelle (no pronouns), Black, mixed race, 
trans, non-binary, adopted, neurodivergent, 
and a parent. For over 30 years, I have been 
practicing bodywork as a decolonial practice 
of memory, relationship, and embodied learning. 
I work in individual settings, with couples, groups, 
and organizations. I am an anti-discrimination 
consultant, joy and pleasure activist, somatic dance 
presenter, and speaker on health and sexuality 
for TIN* individuals. My work combines somatic 
practice, political education, and communal care.

Patiani Batchati
(she/her)

Patiani Batchati (she/her) works, conducted research, 
and is actively engaged in activism focused on anti-
racist psychotherapy and intersectional mental 
health care. At the association Rassismuskritische 
Psychotherapie e.V., she curates conferences 
on power-critical training for psychotherapists 
and develops informational materials for BIPoC 
clients (e.g., the                                                                      ). 
Together with a friend, she co-founded the
                                    . She is currently training 
to become a systemic psychotherapist. 

https://tinyurl.com/kuemsong

https://www.queerbodywork.net/ 

brochure “Rassismus & Psyche”

Instagram: rooted.bodywork

                                                                                               Black 
Therapists Fund

https://tinyurl.com/kuemsong
https://www.queerbodywork.net/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EutXQp22gUg1q0eqmRGAeVFhuGyPH5uk/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.instagram.com/rootedbodywork/
https://www.instagram.com/black_therapists_fund/


Rafia Shahnaz
(they/them)

Rafia is a queer migrant of color from Pakistan 
whose work is shaped by lived experience 
of migration, systemic oppression, and trauma. 
Rooted in intersectional healing justice, they create 
spaces where marginalized bodies can rest, reclaim, 
and reconnect, weaving modalities such 
as Compassionate Inquiry, Art Therapy, Somatic & 
Embodiment work, Psychedelic Integration, 
and Gestalt Therapy. Their work invites softening, 
remembering, and the possibility of collective healing.

Souzan AlSabah
(she/they)

Souzan AlSabah (she/they) is a therapist, supervisor, 
and author. From 2009 to 2023, she led various 
nationwide intersectional health and youth projects 
and founded Holla e.V. – the Center for Intersectional 
Health in Cologne – in 2012. AlSabah is the author 
of the children's book on sex education 
                                                                 (Samira and the Thing 
About Babies) and the adult reader                                                                                                                  
                                                                                           
(VULVINA intersectional – Body • Power • 
Empowerment). Today, she offers power-critical, 
discrimination-sensitive therapy, supervision, 
and intersectionality-sensitive systemic training 
for therapy and counseling                                  
and academy.  

The symposium is organised by the Queer Refugees Resilience Project of RosaLinde Leipzig e.V.. 
The Queer Refugees Resilience Project is funded from November 2024 to October 2026 
mainly by Aktion Mensch and Deutsche Stiftung UNO Flüchtlingshilfe.

Design: Darija Zubakova

Tanchik Kulbakina
(they/them)

Tanchik Kulbakina (they/them) Is a psychologist 
and a queer activist coming from Russia. From 2017 
in Germany and from November 2020 working 
in Rosalinde Leipzig e.V. and providing psychosozial 
consultations for queer refugees in asulum process. 
Tanchik has an expertise of work with people 
in distress, but with little access to health care 
system due to their asylum seeker status.

Taya
(she/-)

I am Taya/Trang, a mind-body coach trained 
in somatic trauma and attachment therapy,
breathwork, and meditation, as well as a Reiki 
practitioner. I guide people mindfully, using 
a body-based and trauma-informed approach, 
on their journey toward greater security and 
connection with their own and collective truth. 

Tsepo Bollwinkel Keele
(-/they)

Tsepo Bollwinkel Keele thinks, researches, and speaks 
from an Afro-diasporic, postcolonial, and queer 
perspective on identity constructions such 
as racialization and gender, on power relations 
and intersectionality, but above all on envisioning 
futures beyond the capitalist/colonial project.

Zoya
(he/they)

Zoya works at Casa Kuà, a Community & Health 
Centre in Kreuzberg, organised by trans* and 
non-binary BIPoC to make health more accessible 
to other trans, inter, non-binary and queer people, 
centering those also impacted by racism. The 
space brings together alternative, traditional, and 
conventional medical treatments. With the 
understanding that wellness and communities are 
inseparable, Casa Kuà also facilitates networking 
and collective knowledge exchange through 
workshops, peer-to-peer groups, the Lohana 
Berkins library, community garden, and other 
programming.

                                                                                       Samira 
und die Sache mit den Babies
                                                                               VULVINA 
intersektional – Körper • Macht • Empowerment 

in her practice

https://www.stolzeaugen-books.eu/shop/samira-und-die-sache-mit-den-babys/
https://www.stolzeaugen-books.eu/shop/vulvina-intersektional-koerper-macht-empowerment/ 
https://www.al-sabah.eu/

